DOWNLOADING AND INSTALLING PROCEDURE FOR MELODY ASSISTANT, by David Goldberg (dagoldberg@lbl.gov)
This note to help you cope with possible problems, ambiguities, etc., you might encounter downloading Melody Assistant and/or running it.  Those of you who are experienced web users will probably be able to dispense with most, if not all, of the information contained.

One thing I've become aware of in the course of writing these instructions is that you'll need something like 25-30 MB of available disk space during the installation process; you'll be able to throw away all but about 12 MB once the installation is complete.

Note:  Since this program is shareware, no advance payment is necessary, either to download or to run the program (but make sure you choose the right program--Melody Assistant; some of the other stuff is *not* shareware).  If you've downloaded and installed it successfully, when you start to run it you'll get a set of options whether to order, enter your user code, or continue; choose “continue.”  (Of course, if you decide you like the program, at some point you should do the honorable thing and order [i.e. pay for] it; at $18 it’s an incredible bargain.)

Downloading Melody Assistant

1.  Go to the site 

     http://www.myriad-online.com

2.  A "Welcome" page should appear, showing the various programs available.

     Click on the link to Melody Assistant (version 6.2--as of this writing)

3,  When the Melody Assistant page appears, you'll need  elect a number of options before clicking the download button.

a.  Specify your computer type:  For pc's there seems to be only one choice; for Mac's, you can choose between the Systems 8 and 9 version and the OS-X version.

b. You *must* check the "include" boxes for at least the following:  executable code, language files (you can select just the English),  "light" (read "limited quality") sound files, and templates.  (The demos only take up about 250 K of disk space and don't add significantly to the download time, so you might as well check them, too.)

After making the above selections, click on the Download button.  This will give you a Download page which shows you what you've requested and, after checking it over, you should click on the download from default site button.

Installing the Downloaded file.

1.  The downloaded file appears in the form of a compressed .zip file.  My version of Netscape and my operating system automatically open a decompression program to "unzip" the file and produce an "Installer" file; depending on your system you may have to do this operation "manually", i.e. by clicking on the .zip file.  

With the Mac, both the .zip file and the installer appear on the desktop.  I assume this is also true for PC's, but I don't know this for certain.

2.  Click on the Installer.  This will produce a folder (called "Melody Assistant", also appearing on the desktop) which is nearly 12 MB(!); this folder contains the executable program, as well as all the necessary data files.  It should be easy to identify the program:  If you're on a Mac, just look inside the folder for something that's not a folder which has "Melody" as part of its name; for a PC, it will be the only .exe file inside the folder.

3.  Once you've identified the program file, you just (double) click on it to run it.  As pointed out in the MA Instructions note, when you run the program, it will automatically open a really neat demo file.  To play this file, simply press the space bar.  Once you do this, and see how a true MIDI player works, I think you'll be hooked.

4. Finally, after installation you may choose to do any or all of the following:

a. Discard the .zip file.

b. Discard the installer file.  (Myriad software suggests you keep the installer around in the event the program or data files inadvertantly get corrupted; I've not experienced that problem,, but if you have the disk space available, I'd advise you to do as they suggest.)

c. Move the Melody Assistant folder from the desktop to any convenient location.

d. Create a folder or folders for your MIDI (.mid) files anywhere on your hard drive (they don't need to be in the Melody Assistant folder).

e. Create an alias (Macs) or a shortcut (PC's) to Melody Assistant on your desktop.

